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Synopsis

In New Orleans, the French Quarter packs itself into a little grid of a colonial town behind the levee
of the Mississippi River. Established in 1718, the town received its gridded plan from a French
military engineer in 1721. Most of the buildings standing today date from the nineteenth century,
with eighteenth and twentieth century structures interspersed.This detailed architectural handbook
describes how to "read" French Quarter architecture by determining a structure’s "type," its
component parts, and its style. The basic "types" are termed the French Colonial house, the
Spanish Colonial house, the cottage, the town house, and the shotgun house. The basic
"component parts" are doors, windows, shutters, balconies, courtyards. The styles are based upon
decorative motifs common to distinctive historical periods (Federal, Greek Revival, Gothic,
ltalianate, etc.). Each reveals that the colonists’ native architectural traditions were transformed into
a set of structures adapted to the moist heat of semitropical Louisiana. With images of buildings,
plans, and sections from the French Quarter's remarkable inventory, this guide illustrates how a
succession of styles from the eighteenth to the twentieth century has been draped over a range of
building types. Thoroughly indexed and cross-referenced, it will provide with equal satisfaction a
start-to-finish "read," a search for specific information, or a concentrated browse. lllustrated with
some 200 photographs and 50 line drawings, this handy manual will be essential for architects,
historic preservationists, and general readers interested in the buildings of one of America’s richest

historic districts. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Customer Reviews



A handbook for discovering the architectural gems in the Vieux CarrA® of New Orleans --This text

refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Malcolm Heard was an architect and a teacher in the School of Architecture at Tulane University.

--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

An old book but still relevant for anyone wanting to understand New Orleans’s unique & stunning

architectural legacy.

Great book arrived quickly in good condition. Exactly as described.

For anyone interested in the buildings of New Orleans, this book is a must. It very quickly and

pleasantly teaches you what you're seeing when walking down a French Quarter Street.

The author’s perceptive insights recall those of Christopher Alexander’s in A Pattern Language.

You can look at google maps and see every little architectural detail on the street level view of the

Carre Vieux. This scholarly volume will interpret for you what you are seeing.

Everyone in our family has enjoyed this book, the art work is amazing, | share it alot, with my

friends.

This book is full of fantastic old black and white images and thoroughly interesting text. The French
Quarter is one of America’s treasures and anyone with any interest at all in this famous old district
should have this book in their collection. Thank God, the Quarter is on high ground and the buildings

so well built, God willing, it will survive another milinium, much like the city it inhabits.
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